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TOWN SALUTES
TIRELESS ADVOCATE

PUBLIC WORKS GETS
READY FOR SNOW
IT’S A LOT OF WORK

TOWN TAKES ON
SENIOR HOUSING
STUDY PLANNED

MIDDLETOWN TODAY

A New Day — Getting Back To “Normal”
The days we’ve been talking about for months nally seem like they’re here
With news that the state is setting up a COVID-19 vaccination center at the former Benny’s
storefront on West Main Road, the promise of vaccines is right at our doorsteps
No rides to Cranston or Providence, no waiting months and months for our doses. Now,
thanks to the hard work of so many, the summer is looking up. Maybe things will never be quite
the same as before, but at least there’s hope. Some light at the end of the tunnel that COVID-19
is nally close to an end.
Thanks to everyone who helped get us here. The front line responders, the medical personnel,
those in our hospitals and vaccination centers
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Our teachers, our business people, our town employees,
everyone who kept moving forward when it would have been
easier to fold and walk away
This is what makes our community great — the ability to rise
to any challenge and overcome. It’s what makes Middletown a
great place to live, work and play

Public Works Gets
Ready For A
Snowstorm

Regards
Shawn J. Brow
Town Administrato

Town Salutes Tireless
Advocate
The late Paul LaMond is recognized
If every town had a Paul LaMond, every town would be better
A tireless advocate for what he believed, LaMond was
unceasing in his work to do right. Before his passing in September
2014, the work spearheaded by LaMond helped beautify
Middletown and planted countless trees across the community
In Lamond’s honor, the Tree Commission put forward a
proposal recently to plant a tree and plaque in Middletown Valley
Park behind the Aquidneck Shopping Centre, a plan endorsed
overwhelmingly by the Town Council
“I think it’s fantastic,” council Vice President Paul M.
Rodrigues said. “Paul LaMond devoted 20 years of his life to the
beauti cation of Middletown with tree plantings all over town. It’s
a great way to honor Mr. LaMond.
“I also spent some time with Paul and he was a hard charger,”
council President Robert J. Sylvia said. “He was dedicated to the
Town of Middletown. I’ll never forget one day he called me up
and said ‘Bob, do you have any ideas about what kind of trees we
should plant down in the Valley?’ and I said ‘Do you have any
money trees, Paul?…He was a great guy, a dedicated
Middletowner.
To say Lamond loved Middletown was an understatement. In
addition to being a founding member of the Tree Commission,
Lamond was a trustee for the Middletown Public Library and
member of the Middletown Historical Society.
He also gave time to the Meals on Wheels program, the St.
Lucy’s Soup Kitchen and other local volunteer work
It was common to see Lamond at council meetings when there
was a subject that interested him or he felt compelled to speak.
And speak he would in his succinct, direct manner, but in a way

There’s a lot more
behind the scenes prep
work that goes into
getting ready for a big
snowstorm than most
realize.
As the weather
approaches, it’s all hands
on deck and cleanup
afterwards can take days
to make sure all the
trucks and equipment
last as long as possible.

.


.


.


 


.


”


.


.


r


n


”


,


fi

2

VOLUME 1 EDITION 6

that never came across as combative or condescending, a true art
Tree Commission Chairwoman Karen Day said the idea to honor one of Middletown’s
biggest advocates just made sense. The idea was recently okayed by the town’s Citizen Memorial
Committee and all costs would be covered by the Tree Commission
“Paul's dedication and the dedication of so many other volunteers in this town help to create
a community that we can be so proud of,” Day said. “As we all know, the needs are many and
the resources are limited. These volunteers like Paul do work and provide support that would not
be possible if people just said, ‘That's the Town's job. That's why I pay taxes.’ They see a need
and nd a way to ll it.
Asked what LaMond would think of Middletown Valley Park off High Street, Day said the
rst word that came to mind was “thrilled.” The park serves as an oasis in the heart of the
community, a place where people can get outside, enjoy the peace and quiet while walking the
winding trails.
“I think to say he would be thrilled would be an
understatement,” Day said. “Discussions about how to
proceed with state approval on the creation of the park were
just beginning when Paul become ill. He was so excited about
the possibilities. I only wish he could see it now and I hope
we have honored his idea that the park be a naturally beautiful
location that would provide simple enjoyment to all the
residents and visitors to this town.
One of LaMond’s daughters – Jennifer LaMond – agreed,
saying her father lived to help Middletown
“The rst thing my dad would tell you is that in all his
volunteer dealings with Middletown, including the Tree
Commission, the Library Board of Trustees and the
Community Garden, he was so impressed and inspired by the
people who worked for Middletown, employees and
volunteers,” Jennifer LaMond said. “He spoke glowingly of
the helpful people at Town Hall, from the ‘of cers’ like (Town
Administrator) Shawn (Brown) to the clerks.
“If he saw Middletown Valley Park now, he would be so proud of the work of Karen and the
other people on the Tree Commission but he wouldn't be surprised. I think he was more
surprised that townspeople didn't realize the caliber of people on the boards and committees and
the amount of work they do. He also would say that the support from foundations like the Van
Beuren Family Trust and the Champlin Foundation didn't get enough recognition.
Despite all his success helping Middletown, LaMond never seemed to make it about him. He
was always focused forward on how to make the community better – and more beautiful – for
everyone.
“Paul saw the destruction Hurricane Bob did when it hit Middletown. Hundreds of trees
were destroyed or damaged,” Day said. “He realized there was no policy or procedures in place
to repair and replant all the damage that had been done. He, with the help of other residents,
worked with the Town Council and the administration to create the rst Tree Ordinance which
codi ed the importance of trees to the Town's environment. It also created the Tree
Commission.
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And the results of that hard work are everywhere you look in Middletown. Since the Tree
Commission rst was created, the group has helped plant well more than 1,200 trees across the
community.
Day said LaMond also helped kick off the Middletown tree planting program as well. Under
that initiative, residents can purchase a new tree at local nurseries for a reduced price as a way to

encourage tree planting in the community.
Through that campaign, she said more than 1,000 trees have been planted on private property
over the last 10 years plus. For more information, visit https://treecommission.middletownri.com online
“The trees that line Valley Road, the cherries that go up and down Green End Ave, the trees
along High Street, Aquidneck Ave, in Valley Park, and along so many other streets in
Middletown, are there because of Paul's work and his legacy,” Day said. “It was Paul's idea for
the Tree Commission to support local tree vendors by working with them and discounting a tree
a resident was purchasing and planting in Middletown by $50 and the Tree Commission would
reimburse the vendor. This encouraged trees to be planted on private property (which we could
not do) and we could support local small businesses.
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Fighting Back Against COVID-19
State Vaccination Site Opens At Old Benny’s Storefront
A new state
vaccination
center is open at
the old Benny’s
store
A couple
weeks ago, talk
rst surfaced the
former storefront
at 1400 West
Main Road was
going back into
service as a mass
vaccination
center focused on
serving
Middletown,
Newport and
Portsmouth
residents
Middletown
emergency service providers said based on their understanding, the vaccination center was
expected to serve about 5,000 people a day when it open. Soon after, the site was projected to
handle 10,000 vaccinations a day
Appointments can be made at vaccinateri.org online or by calling 844-930-1779
Town of cials were pleased with the news, which was made of cial by Dr. Nicole
Alexander-Scott during a weekly press conference about the latest efforts to ght COVID-19.
Alexander-Scott is the director of the state Department of Health
“Speaking personally, I know a lot of residents who are absolutely thrilled with today’s
news,” Town Council President Robert. J. Sylvia said. “It makes the whole vaccination process
so much more convenient for everyone and we want to thank the state health department for
taking this important step, not only for Middletown, but all of Aquidneck Island.
Sylvia extended thanks to Joe Pierik, vice president of retail leasing & acquisitions for the
Carpionato Group, the Johnston-based rm that owns the Benny’s site
“I want to say that we owe Joe a huge debt of gratitude on this,” Sylvia said. “His work
behind the scenes went a long way to making this happen and what’s great is Joe’s not only an
ally of Middletown, but a resident and a member of our Planning Board.
“I think it’s great that we’ll have a vaccination center here so our citizens won’t have to travel
off the island,” council Vice President Paul M. Rodrigues added. “I know people are trying their
hardest and it’s key that the communication is clear and precise, especially for our older folks.
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Rodrigues said he got a tour of the joint Newport-Middletown “Southern Aquidneck Island
Vaccination Center” on the campus of the Community College of Rhode Island recently and
came away impressed.
Middletown of cials said that facility at 1 John H. Chafee Blvd., Newport, was expected to
remain open for the next several weeks to administer the rst and second doses of COVID-19
vaccines to as many residents as possible.
Then, they said that operation would close as the state, pharmacies, Newport Hospital and
other health providers stepped up to administer
more vaccines.
“I got a tour of the CCRI center by one of our
re ghters and what I saw was outstanding,”
Rodrigues said. “It was clear and everything
made sense. It was patterned after the center in
Bristol and Bristol was excellent. I have no
doubt the same will be true here (at the Benny’s
vaccination site).
Fire Chief Robert McCall said he was pleased
with the reviews so far of the CCRI site,
something he said wouldn’t have been possible
without the teamwork between Newport,
Middletown, CCRI and the Aquidneck Island
Emergency Volunteer Alliance. McCall also
serves as the Emergency Management Director
for the town
When the CCRI center begins to wind down,
McCall said Middletown Fire will start shifting
its services to help those who are homebound or
unable to go out to get the vaccine on their own
“We’re going to keep doing what we’re doing at
CCRI and make sure we vaccinate as many
people as possible,” McCall said. “Last
weekend, we were able to do more than 300
people between Newport and Middletown and
it’s good to know we’re making a difference.
Police Chief William Kewer said from his understanding, the Benny’s site will have the
ability to administer about 10,000 doses of vaccine a week
“I received a lot of good feedback about how smooth everything was and how well done it
was,” Kewer said of the CCRI site. “There’s no question the state will do the same once (the
Benny’s center) gets up and running.
The Benny’s location had been the subject of a number of rumors since the store closed in
October 2017, including talk of a gym before the COVID-19 pandemic hit. Now, the building
next door to Riverhead Building Supply is getting called into service to help those looking to
avoid the deadly virus
“You couldn’t ask for a location that’s more central for the whole island,” the council Vice
President Rodrigues said. “There’s a light there and plenty of parking. It’s great our residents and
Newport and Portsmouth residents won’t have to travel far to get their vaccines.
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Senior Affordable Housing Plan Paused
Town Council Agrees More Study About Issue Needed
The town is tapping the brakes on a senior affordable housing project at the old Peckham
School
During a Zoom webinar tonight, the Town Council elded concerns from more than a dozen
neighbors of the property at 650 Green End Ave. next door to the Middletown Senior Center
Hearing those issues, the council opted to put the 40-unit project on hold and examine all the
options before moving forward with any 55 and older plan. The council also voted unanimously
to reinstitute the Senior Affordable Housing Committee, appointing council Vice President Paul
M. Rodrigues, Councilwoman M. Theresa Santos and Councilman Dennis Turano to the group.
The town is expected to advertise
vacancies on the housing committee
in coming days, with the goal of
getting input from across the
community. Members are slated to be
selected at the council’s April 19
meeting.
“Do I think we should look at
potential other locations again? Yeah,
I do,” council President Robert J.
Sylvia said. “I think for us to try to jam a size 12 foot into a (size) 10 shoe, I think we’re doing
ourselves a disservice, I really do. I think we really have to take a look at this before we get too
engaged, too far.
“You’re never going to satisfy everybody, we all know that, but you do the best you can to try
to satisfy everybody,” Rodrigues said. “I certainly think going forward we’re going to need more
units anyway. We’ve talked about that.
The idea of the town looking to bring affordable senior housing to Middletown is not new
Over the past decade, the item has been on the town’s plate, but those talks picked up in
2018. That’s when local leaders toured several locations in hopes of nding a suitable spot.
To help with the effort, the town retained consultant Francis Spinella, an expert in senior
affordable housing who’s worked across the state, including the St. Clare home in Newport
Almost from Day 1, the town has focused on the old Peckham School building next to the
Middletown Senior Center. Spinella recommended the town demolish the old school at 650
Green End Ave. and construct a new three-story, 40 apartment building in its place.
Spinella said low-income housing tax credits would be used to pay for the project, with the
town securing a project backer to provide money up front for the work
At a meeting last month, the council voted unanimously to move forward with a two-story,
40-unit affordable housing project there, saying a three-story building didn’t t
Since then, council members said they’ve been inundated with emails and phone calls from
neighbors of the development site, outlining concerns
Opening tonight’s session, the council heard a variety of issues rsthand from neighbors,
everything from increased traf c and noise to environmental, parking and overcrowding.
Lighting, stormwater runoff, impacts on utilities, the lack of nearby stores and bus transportation,
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poor sidewalks, the loss of the baseball eld and other items were also cited, among others. Only
one person who spoke did so in favor of the project
“I think that Linden School would be the better place for this project because it’s on a bus
line…” neighbor Catherine Elshant said. “It’s around restaurants. People can walk to the
Creamery, the grocery stores, pharmacies.
“There is suspicion about this and a sense that there’s a rush to close the deal,” neighbor
Dave Layman said. “If this development was strictly affordable housing for the Middletown 65
plus community with covenants that would protect nearby homes and developments from
unwanted and foreseeable consequences, then I think this might be worth close examination and
consideration. But as a reporter, I’ve seen good intentions turn into police, re, drug and poverty
issues that not only destroyed the new development, but it also destroyed the neighborhoods
around it.
In response, Spinella said there were some issues with the site, just like any location he’s ever
worked on. However, he said some like the those under 55 living on the property or adding
environmental problems were simply not true
The council dove in next, saying they appreciated the feedback and said there was clearly
work to do. Among the talk included whether it made sense to secure voter approval for a bond
for the project instead of using federal money as well as checking other locations as possible
development sites
“If (Spinella) develops for us what he’s developed for other people, it’s going to be a
beautiful building and we’re going to be proud of it,” Turano said. “We’ve done a lot with the
surveys getting information from our seniors, what they’re kind of looking for senior affordable
housing.”
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